There ai-e special features of interest, in relation to diagnosis, connected with aneurism affecting the descending portion of the thoracic aorta. The disease is certainly of less frequent occur- rence in it, than in the ascending or transverse portion of the aortic arch; and as a consequence probably of this circumstance, has received less study, and far less detailed clinical illustration. The relative infrequency of aneurism affecting the descending portion of the thoracic aorta, is fully exhibited in the careful inquiry of Mr. Crisp. Of 175 cases of thoracic aneurism collected by this author, there were 21 only of the descending aorta ;* and it is sufficiently remarkable that all of these occurred in males.
The circumstance of aneurism in this situation being " singularly rare " in females, has likewise been noticed by Dr. Walshe.f In the course of several years' hospital experience, and among a large number of instances of thoracic aneurism occurring in its more ordinary situations, I have encountered four cases of aneurism affecting the descending portion of the aorta within the chest. The subjects of these cases were all men between the ages of thirty and forty-five. In each of these the occurrence of the aneurism was, in all probability, to be ascribed to violence applied to the chest?a circumstance which may tend in some measure to explain the much greater frequency of the disease, thus situated, in men than in women. Of these four cases three have died, the fourth still survives. In two of the three already fatal cases, examination of the body after death was made; in the third, permission to examine the body was refused by the friends of the poor man, whose sufferings for many weeks before death had been of the most 
